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or the Church, shocked and harassed society. The Reformation
increased the confusion, and specially intensified the curse of
foreign interference. France countenanced the (Jatholic
lords, but did nothing to save the Queen's party or wreck
reform. More insidious and unscrupulous was the policy of
Elizabeth, marked as it was by mendacity, selfishness, and
trickery. Her numerous agents were the ready tools of
(Jecil and Walsingham iu corrupting national feeling and
fomenting disorder. Their activity was limited only by their
mistress's strong objection to rh<m]<w. She would do mis-
chief but grudged the expense. The old suzerainty claim still
blighted, like a curse, the relationships of tho sister kingdoms.
The two peoples, as an English traveller of the time observed,
differed nowise in language, faith, or practice. .Divergence
became much more marked after the lruiou of 1GO& Tho
Kirk strove to save society, honestly, though with a narrow
zeal characteristic of the ago. Scottish Puritanism had UK
limitations, but it was imbued with tho national feeling, and
only leant on English support against Franco and reaction.
Unaided it opposed the Episcopal leanings of Morton and the
king, but in so doing it materially aidod tho Knglish Puritans
in their constitutional struggle.

The rapidly shifting scenes of tho tirno exhibit, with
dramatic force, the conditions of everyday
life. Law and order could hardly be said
to exist The Court of Session sat, but its procedure was
often little better than the ordeal of battle. When a Day of
Law was appointed, the accused gathered his " fighting tail"
around him as witnesses to the power of his name, not tho
justness of his cause. The object was to overawe the court
awl thus evade the trial The people were quarrelsome and
litigious* A change of Cabinet usually involved a trial for
treason, a charge of intrigue with tho enemy, and death at
tho Mercat Cross for tho defeated party* A contemporary
Bays it wa# hard for any peaceable man, a# he rode oat on tho
highway, to profe^ openly that he wfr.-fa? king or queen;
41 all the people oasteii *ae lowaa, and booonuj of #ic dissolute
minds and actions fchafc &&b& was in account but ho that
could kill or reive his n^gfefeWir^:,r^$n&^it,y for mutual
protection, for lawful or unk'wful pu*po*c$, gave rim* to tho
or covenant of Manred (homage), a cuftU)in peculiar to